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Botanica: Contemporary Art & the World of
Plants
• through October 8
Lorraine Peltz: Pink Works
• through October 1
Docent Meeting: Botanica and Pink Works
• Monday, September 11, lOam-noon
Gallery Talk: Lorraine Peltz
• Thursday, September 14, 7pm
Tarble Fall Classes and Workshops
• Classes begin September 25

Botanica: Contemporary Art & the World of Plants
• through October 8, Main Galleries
Plants are used as both the subject and media in the exhibition Botanica: Contemporary
Art and the World of Plants. The exhibition is designed to ap.J?eal to plant lovers, science
educators and their students of all ages, and individuals mvolved in environmental
causes, in addition to people interested in art. The art in Botanica ranges from works
that are realistic to abstract to works that are made out of or incorporate living plants.
But all of the works revolve around the subject of plants. Curated and circulated by
Peter Spooner of the Tweed Museum of Art, University of Minnesota Duluth, the exhibition is on tour through 2001. The exhibition will be shown at a total of nine institutions in the United States.

Botanica presents and interprets art works in many different media, created by fiftyeight contemporary artists. Most are from the United States, with artists also from
Sweden, Canada and England. All of these artists are known for using forms, concepts
and systems taken from the plant world to express a variety of ideas about how botanical entities are meaningful to us. The artists use botany and plants as a point of departure, as metaphors, as a primary subject, and as an art material. They use plants as a
means of exp1oring our relationship with nature in a world overridden by technology
and industry. Many works in the exhibition explore the beauty of plant forms. Others
suggest the practices of science, natural history and environmentalism, while still others derive meaning from references to historical and cultural associations with plants.
The universal nature of Botanica's theme is illustrated through the combination of
artists of international reputation together with those whose work is known only within regional circles. This combination of artists also acknowledges that art of high quality is produced in regional as well as urban centers. Some of the artists represented
are Mel Chin (New York), Kiki Smith (New York), Tom Czarnopys (Chicago), Henrik
Hakansson (Sweden), Michael Paha (Chicago), Holly Rittenhouse (Los Angeles), and
Frances Whitehead (Chicago). Included are paintings, original prints, photographs,
sculpture, and various mixed media constructions and installations. Botanica is accomparued by a fully illustrated catalogue with related fictional works, and an activity
guide. Painter Rosalyn Schwartz will present a slide lecture October 5th, co-sponsored
with Eastern's Art Department.
Lorraine Peltz/Pink Works: Selected Paintings 1994 - 2000
• through October 1, Brainard Gallery
For nearly a decade Chicago artist Lorraine Peltz has been delving into issues of gender through emblematic paintings that are ironic, satirical, narrative, and often wryly
humorous. This spare but thorough survey presents all manner of her works-- the
softly rendered realism of Holiday, the patterning of Ma Cherie, and the more recent
stenciled works like Frog Prince. Each is pleasant to look at and easy to dismiss with
its familiar subject matter of high heels, flowers, and Hostess© cupcakes. But sly narratives lurk under the surface for those who take a moment to consider these canvas-

es. Peltz has said, "My paintings re~uire a kind of literary time." She likens viewing
them to reading a novel. The symbolism in her works is both obvious and subtle, overt
and covert, with ramifications from the imagery becoming apparent after extended or
repeated viewing. Peltz strives to make her work "open ended."
Why pink? Peltz says that she wants to reclaim the color from its little girl's bedroom
association. "This pink has to do with the body," Peltz stated in a 1995 interview. For
Mary Antonakos, the director of I space Gallery, "Pink is pretty, feminine and domestic,
put in these paintings, it is also empowering, life affirming and sensual." The end result
are paintings that are both feminine and feminist, Pop and painterly, symbolic and personal.
This exhibition was organized by I space, a Chicago gallery operated by the University
of Illinois-Champaign/Urbana, with the works loaned courtesy of the artist and Carrie
Secrist Gallery, Chicago, and private collectors. An illustrated catalogue accompanies
the exhibition. Peltz will present a gallery talk about her works on Thursday, September
14th, 7pm [see Events].

Docent Meeting: Botanica and Pink Works
• Monday, September 11, lOam-noon
The first meeting of the 2000/2001 academic year features tours of Botanica:
Contemporary Art and the World of Plants and Lorraine Peltz/Pink Works: Selected Paintings
1994-2000. Those who are interested in joining the Tarble's docent staff are invited to
attend.
Gallery Talk: Lorraine Peltz
• Thursday, September 14, lpm
Chicago artist Lorraine Peltz will talk about her paintings in conjunction with the
exhibition Lorraine Peltz /Pink Works: Selected Pamtings 1994- 2000. Over the last ten
or so years Peltz has explored the still life, using common domestic objects as her subject matter. These works have grown increasingly abstract while maintaining a strong
sense of both overt and furtive symbolism. Peltz's work has been exhibited at various
venues in the Chicago area and in Boston, San Francisco, Milwaukee, and Paris,
France. She holds a BFA from the State University of New York at New Paltz and an
MFA from the University of Chicago. Peltz is currently on the faculty of the School of
the Art Institute of Chicago. This program is co-sponsored with the EIU Art
Department.
Tarble Fall Classes and Workshops
• Classes begin September 25
A variety of classes and workshops for ages 4 through adult is being offered beginning
September 25. Please refer to the Fall Tarvle Classes and Workshops brochure for complete
descriptions and fees.
Cultivating Creativity Completes Its Fifth Anniversary Tour
The 1999-2000 edition of Cultivating Creativity: Young People's Art from Area Schools tour
just ended with a showing at the illinois State Board of Education Building in
Springfield. The exhibit marks the fifth year in which illinois Consolidated Telephone
Company and the Tarble Arts Center have teamed up to sponsor this innovative program. Over the past five years 163 students from 44 schools representing 17 communities have participated in the exhibit. It is estimated that 150,000 people have seen the
exhibits. Working with area Art teachers the Tarble Arts Center organizes and tours the
exhibition. This is all made possible through funding donated by illinois Consolidated
Telephone Company.

In the five years that ICTC has underwritten the Cultivating Creativity program Illinois
Consolidated has contributed almost $50,000 to fund graduate assistantships for project
coordinators, and for annual costs of exhibit production and transportation of the yearlong tours. In addition, ICTC has awarded more than $8,000 in U.S. Savings Bonds to
the participating students, and $7,000 directly to the schools to support their Art programs. Said Ann Bacon, ICTC's vice president of customer services, sales and marl<eting. "We believe that it is as important to encourage artistic creativity in students as it
is to encourage achievement in scholastics or sports." illinois Consolidated has taken a
leadership role in corporate support of education and the arts, recognizing the impor-

tance of the arts in a well-rounded school curriculum.
Several students who have participated in Cultivating Creativity now study art •· •
lege level. Former Charleston High School student Megan Leblond, from the . ·•
is currently an art student at Southern lllinois University at Carbondale.
·
Effingham High School alumnus and participant in the 1998-99 tour, is also
at SIU. Jackie Hettinger, who graduated from Oakland High School, is
Eastern illinois University. And Andrea Uptmor, a former student of
High and participant in both 1998-99 and 1999-2000 tours, currently attends
of the Art Institute of Chicago.
The artwork in the past five exhibitions has reflected individual creativity, a
other cultures, and art historical studies. This diversity and the quality ot.·• • th•P<•:i'l
demonstrates the excellence of the Art teachers in the area schools and the suobotlftllie
Art programs receive from their respective school boards and

~~~
Murals from Recent Tarble Education Programs, on display this summer through August
13, showcased the outstanding achievements of many young artists from the surrounding area. The exhibition included two 8'x8' murals created under the direction of
lllinois Arts Council Arts-In-Education (AlE) residency artist Glen Davies this past
spring. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Principal Marsha Parr from
Central A&M Middle School, Assumption, and Principal Tom Everett of Charleston
Middle School, for allowing us to display their students' work throughout the summer.
Not only did both pieces have a tremendous visual impact; they also increased the public's awareness of this valuable illinois Arts Council program.
On a related note, Glen Davies has been working on his trompe l'oeil mural depicting

circa 1900 storefronts on the north side of the County Office Products building at the
corner of 6th Street and Madison Avenue in downtown Charleston. A long-time veteran of the illinois Arts Council's AlE Residency program, in his "spare time" Glen has
painted a variety of murals, from circus banners to funhouses to a steamboat in Las
Vegas where he worked hundreds of feet off the ground with only a theatrical "swing
boom" for support! This speaks to the high caliber of artists chosen for the lAC's roster of AlE artists. If you would like more information about the lAC's AlE Residency
program, please call me at the Tarble.
--Kit Morice

I am pleased to announce that the Tarble Arts Center has been awarded accreditation by
the American Association of Museums. Accreditation certifies that a museum operates
according to standards set forth by the museum profession, manages its colfections
resl?onsibly and provides quality service to the public. Of the some 8,000 museums
nationwide, only some 750 are accredited. The process was rigorous and demanding.
Virtually every aspect of the Tarble's operations was examined through a self-study and
an on-site review by a team of experienced museum rrofessionals. The entire process
took nearly three years to complete. Accreditation o the Tarble would not have been
possible without the help and encouragement of the Tarble staff, Tarble Advisory Board
members, Arts & Humanities Dean James K. Johnson and Vaughn Jaenike, Eastern's
College of Fine Arts Dean Emeritus. To quote Dean Johnson: "The achievement of
accreditation by the American Association of Museums is a significant accomplishment
and reflective of the Tarble Arts Center's commitment to excellence and high professional standards. The Tarble Arts Center staff is to be complimented for their hara work
and dedication in achieving this goal and for their continued commitment to provide
programming that enhances the public's awareness, understanding and appreciation of
the arts." My thanks to all who helped to reach this important goal.
-- Michael Watts

Chamber Music Concert: Bass Instincts • Oct. 1, 3pm
Native American Rugs & Jewelry from the Southwest • Oct. 6- Nov. 26
Fall Teachers' Institute Day: Sand Casting with Plaster • Oct. 6
5th Grade Enrichment: Native American Rugs & Jewelry • Oct. 11- Nov. 15
2000 Art Faculty Exhibition • Oct. 14- Nov. 26
Opening Reception: Art Faculty Exhibition • Oct. 15, 2-4pm
Arts & Humanities and Sciences Scholars Expo • Oct. 18, 3-Spm

Hours: 10am-5pm Tues.- Fri., 10am-4pm Sat., 1-4pm Sun.; closed Mondays and holidays.
Admission: Admission is free except as noted; free visitor parking in 9th Street lot as marked
Location: South 9th Street at Cleveland Avenue, Eastern llfinois University campus, Charleston
Phone: 217 /581-2787; Fax: 217 /581-7138; Website: http:/ /www.eiu.edu/-tarbfe
The Tarble Arts Center, a division of the College of Arts & Humanities, is partially supported by
Tarble Arts Center membership contributions and by the lllinois Arts Council, a state agency.
Tarble Arts Center Advisory Board Officers:
Therese Supple Kincade, President
Ron Wohlstein, Vice President
John Armstrong, Secretary

Tarble Arts Center Staff
Michael Watts, Director
Kit Morice, Curator of Education
David Pooley, Registrar
Fran Wittenberg, Secretary
James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts & Humanities
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